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diminution in the volume of blood coursing through the heart in a unit 
of time. Ludwig, Gamier, and Gilbert have noted a fall in the carotid 
pressure immediately after ligation of the vena porta. This hypotension 
lessens the work of the heart, and the diminished size is its adaptation 
to the lessened function. 


Oatmeal in the Curative Treatment of Diabetes.— Von Noorden ( Medi¬ 
cal Press, 1909, Ixxxvii, 446) explains the method of procedure in the oat¬ 
meal cure, emphasizing the necessity of certain definite rules and the fact 
that only a certain number of patients are benefited. In 28 per cent, of 400 
cases he obtained excellent results. These were cases of medium sever¬ 
ity. The treatment does not cure the diabetes, but considerably dimin¬ 
ishes its dangers. It is of the greatest importance that from time to time 
the patients should assimilate large quantities of carbohydrates. Thereby 
the danger of acid poisoning is averted. For this reason die treatment 
should be repeated four or five times a year. It requires only a week, as 
a rule, three oatmeal days, and two vegetable days. Experimental 
glycosuria was produced in dogs by injecting adrenalin. If a small 
amount of extract of oats were added, no glycosuria resulted. As there is 
no doubt that adrenalin diminishes the internal secretion of the pan¬ 
creatic gland, the probability arises that the oat extract has the opposite 
effect, i. e., that uie extract is a stimulus for the pancreatic secretion. 
After extirpation of the pancreas in animals, the oatmeal treatment has a 
very bad effect, and the oat extract does not diminish the glycosuria. 
This also seems to prove that the oat extract only acts by influencing the 
internal pancreatic secretion in a direct and specific manner. Therefore, 
von Noorden presumes that the astonishing effect of the oatmeal "treat¬ 
ment is due to the circumstance that with the oats is introduced into the 
body small amounts of a substance which acts os a s tim ulant ’upon the 
internal secretion of the pancreatic gland. *i 


A Note on the Absorption of Fat.— Whitehead ( Amer . Jour. Phxjs ., 
1909, xxiv, 294) undertook to determine if emulsified fat was absorbed 
as such by the intestinal mucosa. The work of Kostle and Loevenhart, 
demonstrating the universal presence of lipase in the tissues and its 
reversibility of action to synthesize as well as split fat, has strengthened 
the view that fat is absorbed in the form of soluble soaps. Decomposed 
in the intestine it is built up again in the villi. On the other hand, 
there are no a priori reasons why fine emulsions may not be absorbed, 
and it is well known that the intestinal contents are such as to favor 
the formation of emulsions. In view of Loevenhart’s work, the finding 
of fat droplets in the epithelium and lactcals of villi does not prove 
that the fat was absorbed as such. Whitehead fed a cat with butter 
stained in Sudan III, killed the animal, and sectioned the small intestine. 
There was an entire absence of red globules of fat in the villi, although 
masses of red butter still unsplit were evident in the lumen of the in¬ 
testine. Either the fat had not been absorbed as such or not at all. 
But by staining these same sections in Sudan III fat was demonstrated 
in great abundance in the epithelium and lacteals of the villi, in the 
form of minute red globules. Undoubtedly the fat was absorbed, in¬ 
asmuch as the animal had been previously starved. And it is evident 
that it was not absorbed as such but taken up in water-soluble forms 
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of its constituents. Presumably, the fatty acids entered the villi in the 
form of soaps: for the villi were stained a diffuse red, which was 
readily decolorized by weak alcohol, and it is well known that oleic 
acid stained with this dye is decolorized with much greater difficulty 
than soaps. 

Two Cases of Gonococcic Septicemia Terminating in Cure, and followed 
by Typhoid Fever.— Dieulafoy (Presae mid.., 1909, xl, 353) reports two 
cases of gonococcic septicemia following an acute specific urethritis. 
In the first case the gonococcus was obtained from the urethra and the 
blood on two different occasions. Gonococcic vaccine was employed as 
treatment. Recovery occurred after the third injection. The scar of a 
mitral endocarditis remained. After two days of npyrexia there followed 
a short attack of typhoid fever with positive blood culture and serum 
reactions. The second case ran a similar course with blood cultures 
positive for the gonococcus and B. typhosus in their respective attacks. 
Dieulafoy remarks upon the infrequency of cure of gonococcic septi¬ 
cemia, and comments upon the possibilities of the pathogenesis of the 
typhoid infection. Ruling out the possibilities of the gonococcic vac¬ 
cine being contaminated by typhoid bacilli, of “house” infection in the 
wards, and the typhoid bacillus being associated with the gonococcus 
in the first febrile attacks, he considers it most likely that these patients 
bore the bacillus in a latent state, possibly in the biliary passages; and 
that the gonococcal septicemia resulted in a condition favorable for 
their explosion. 

Viscosity of the Blood and Iodine.— Boveri (Prcssc mid., 190S, Ixiii, 
546) studied the effect of iodine upon the viscosity of the blood in twelve 
patients with arteriosclerosis and hypertension. He gave them sajodin, 
lodipin, and iodogelatin in the ordinary doses, and measured the vis¬ 
cosity of the blood and serum at intervals of ten, twenty, thirty, and 
forty hours. A very definite diminution in the viscosity of the blood 
followed in eight of the coses. The serum did not snow the same 
changes as the blood in toto. It remained stationary. The arterial 
tension fell during the treatment, as much as 65 mm. of mercury (by 
the Riva-Rocci apparatus) in some instances. The same results were 
obtained in rabbits by the administration of the iodide of sodium and 
potassium. The viscosity of the blood was found to be increased or 
diminished constantly with the increase and decrease in number of 
red blood corpuscles. In a general way there seems to exist a parallelism 
between arteriosclerosis, viscosity of the blood, and response to treat¬ 
ment. The greater viscosity is found in the more advanced arterioscle¬ 
rosis; whereas iodine accomplishes a diminution in viscosity in inverse 
proportion to the severity of the disease. 

The Compensatory Bole of Accidental Subcutaneous Emphysema in 
Two Cases of Pneumothorax with Valvular Opening.— Perrin (Arch, 
gin. de mid., 1909, iii, 193) calls attention to the fact that subcutaneous 
emphysema following the puncture of a pneumothorax is considered a 
serious complication, especially when the latter is of the valvular type. 
The emphysema may become generalized and require pleurotomy, 
or a cellulitis may be set up by extension from the septic pleurisy. 



